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The	DCDD	Board	members	prepare	briefs	about	topics	of	interest	for	professionals	who	serve	children	
and	youth	with	communication	disorders	and	their	families.	As	a	DCDD	member,	you	are	receiving	this	
brief	on	the	topic	of	resources	for	professionals	who	work	with	students	who	have	communication	
disorders	and/or	have	some	degree	of	hearing	loss.	We	appreciate	your	continued	membership	with	
DCDD.		Please	feel	free	to	discuss	this	article	on	DCDD	Linkedin	or	Twitter.	

Don't Forget to Sing! 
Music and the preschool classroom go together like peanut butter and jelly.  One would be hard-pressed 
to find preschool teachers who do not use music to some degree in the classroom.  However, as we all 
know, the importance of using music in the classroom goes beyond entertainment, particularly for 
children with hearing loss.  The purposeful use of music as an instructional strategy can facilitate auditory 
perception skills, increase speech and language development, and enhance literacy instruction in fun and 
meaningful ways.  According to the National Institute for Literacy (2009), a preschool child’s reading 
readiness when they enter kindergarten is among the strongest predictors of later reading achievement.  
The next time you pick up a popular children’s literature book, consider how the literacy priorities might 
be combined with musical instruction.  A few ideas: 

• Promote sound discrimination by using instruments to depict the main characters or events in the 
children’s book and provide each child with an instrument to participate in the story.  For 
example, Going On A Bear Hunt: different instruments could be played to represent each portion 
of the adventure. A sandblock for the grass, a drum as they forge the mud, a triangle through the 
river, etc.  The order of the obstacles could be mixed up and the children must listen to the 
instruments to determine how to act out the story, including variations on loudness and tempo.  

• Reinforce the rhythms of speech by using children’s books with repetitive phrases for children to 
sing or chant the book while clapping the beat. Think about Chicka Chicka Boom Boom, The 
Busy Spider, Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See, Head to Toe . . . countless others. 
These activities can be embedded in concept development for body part identification, animal 
vocabulary, verb recognition, and so forth. 

• Promote vocabulary development by pairing target vocabulary words with musical scores or even 
create simple songs using the vocabulary words from the literature book (or the thematic unit) 
and pairing with a familiar tune. 

• Pitch discrimination can be a challenging musical component for many children with hearing 
loss.  Discussing instrument timbre can help promote complex listening development  – a much 
different skill than the auditory comprehension requirements needed for quiet speech 
discrimination. 

• Children can illustrate the story using musical instruments to depict excitement, worry, calm, sad, 
happy, angry, or other emotions as the story unfolds. The children use the instruments to help re-
tell the story, depict the emotions of the story, and the teacher can provide prompts or pose 
comprehension questions throughout the reading to promote critical thinking.  
 
Purposeful literacy instruction that embeds a musical component can be an effective combination. 

Songs developed specifically for very young children should be utilized to help ensure they are 
developmentally appropriate in tempo, pitch variations, and complexity of the accompaniment (Gfeller et 
al., 2011).  But remember, educators need not be musical experts nor do they need to be talented singers 
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or musicians.  Understanding the literacy priorities of children with hearing loss, combined with advanced 
planning and creativity to effectively incorporate music into the curriculum, can result in significant 
benefits to children’s academic, linguistic, social, and emotional development.  
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